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Happy Easter!  I know that Easter is early this year, but it 

especially feels early because of the amount of snow and cold we have 

had in the last month.  If you remember last year around this time it 

was in the sixties and seventies.  If I had to choose, I would always take 

the cold a little longer as long as April turns warm and stays that way.  

Time will tell on whether or not spring comes and stays. 

Now that spring is around the corner it feels busier around the 

yard and deliveries seem to be going out regularly.  Many individuals 

have either started on their projects or are having bids prepared by our 

estimator.  That is good news for everyone in the building industry.  

New home starts appear to be on the rise and remodeling continues to 

stay strong.   

During the last couple weeks a few of us here have been able to 

attend two of the national lumber and drywall conventions.  These 

conventions are great avenues to step back and regroup your thoughts 

and perspectives as we head into our busiest time of the year.  They are 

also great for seeing new products and attending seminars that revolve 

around the building industry.  One of the seminars discussed future 

building trends, and everything is pointing in the direction of growth.  

While talking with other building supply and drywall houses across the 

nation, they also support the idea that building is trending upwards.  

Let’s hope the indications are correct. 

With spring break right around the corner, I hope some of you will 

be able to enjoy some time off.  If not, come on in; we will be here to 

help you with your next project.  
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Spring is here!!  Well at least that’s what the calendar says.  It is a 

real opposite from last year.  March last year was in the sixties for a 

good portion of the month.  I personally would rather have what we 

have this year with gradual warming.  I’m sure you remember how 

everything started budding and looking great then in April it got cold 

and froze a lot of the new growth.  I know the apple crop took a huge 

hit.  Maybe this year we will have a nice mild summer with 

temperatures in the mid-seventies all summer.  Hey, a guy can wish.   

The older I get the less I can handle the extreme heat.  I guess that’s 

why God made us all different.  Can you imagine if we were all the 

same?  I don’t even want to go there☺. 

I would like to thank you for your business.  It has been strong the 

first few months of the year and we see a lot of projects being 

estimated and started.   

I am sure that you have noticed the continued uptick in lumber 

and panel prices.  I wish I could say that I see relief in the near future.  

When building fell off the cliff a few years ago, prices crashed and 

prices were at historic low numbers.  Many mills closed permanently 

and some others were mothballed.  Supply and demand leveled out.  

Now with housing strengthening, the balance is becoming out of 

alignment.  This is what is driving up prices.   Some mills are coming 

back online, but there are a lot less mills to reopen and like most of us 

we want to make sure that the rebound is for real before spending the 

capital and hiring.  I was at a lumber meeting last fall where one of the 

big OSB producers spoke about their economic forecast.  He told us 

that to reopen an idle OSB plant takes around 9 months and $10 to $25 

million in cost.  None of the OSB producers are in any hurry to spend 

that amount of money until they are sure.   

China is also a factor in lumber that wasn’t there 5 years ago.  The 

Chinese are beginning to use more lumber and when they buy, it is big 

blocks at a time.  I was told that it cost less for the western Canada 

lumber producers to ship a freighter full of lumber to China than to 

transport it by rail to anywhere in the US.  When China calls they listen.  
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I follow the lumber markets almost daily, and it is interesting that when 

rumors of China are buying, the market gets more active.  Sometimes it 

is just talk to stir up the market, but when they buy, it may make up an 

entire mills production for a month.  China is here to stay and will 

probably continue to use more lumber in the coming years as their 

building techniques change to resemble the United States.  I am looking 

forward to having a strong year and if I can ever help you please call or 

stop by my office. 

 

 


